
Deaf Culture Question of the Week – Apr. 22-26, 2013 

Bill Newell, Principal Washington School for the Deaf 

Which of the persons listed below was appointed to the highest position of federal 

government service ever held by a someone who is deaf? 

a) Boyce Williams 

b) Robert Davila 

c) I. King Jordan 

d) Mary Switzer 

Go to the bottom for the answer. 

 

 

Answer: "b" - On July 13, 1989 Dr. Robert Davila was appointed by President George 

H. W. Bush to the post of Assistant Secretary for the Office of Special Education and 

Rehabilitation Services in the Department of Education. This is the highest office of 

government service achieved to date by a deaf person. Dr. Davila is a graduate of the 

California School for the Deaf at Berkeley (now Fremont, CA.) and Gallaudet 

University. He is a role model for all but especially for Hispanic deaf people. He was 

born into poverty and rose above it through education and hard work. As a child of 

Mexican migrant farm workers Bob worked in the fields picking crops with his five 

sisters and one older brother. His life story is an example of the promise of America, 

The Land of Opportunity! It should be an inspiration to all deaf students and his life 

and accomplishments should be studied in the educational programs of all deaf 

students.  

Read more about Dr. Davila's life here: 

http://library.rit.edu/depts/archives/deafhistory/davila.htm 

and here: 

http://www.gallaudet.edu/gallaudet_university/about_gallaudet/history/presidents/davi

la_robert.html 

His story has been captured in a book, "Moments of Truth: Robert R. Davila, the story 

of a deaf leader" by Harry G. Lang, Oscar P. Cohen, Joseph E. Fischgrund, RIT 

Press, 2008.  


